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Background

• More than 230 South African have attended Harvard through the 
program
• Established in 1979 to address needs of South Africans denied 

advanced educational needs during the apartheid years
• Now open to all South Africans who meet the requirements and can 

demonstrate financial need



What the Fellowship Covers

• Fully funded
• Tuition covered by Harvard Schools
• Travel and living expenses covered by the University, through CAS 

administration



Minimum Eligibility Requirements

• South African citizens & permanent residents
• Mid-career (at least 5 to 7 years professional experience)
• First degree or equivalent completed
• Intends to return to South Africa, to contribute to society



Eligible Programs

• Visiting Scholar & Special Student Status, Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences
• PLD, GMP & AMP, Harvard Business School
• LLM, Harvard Law School
• MPH, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
• MPA, Harvard Kennedy School of Government



Non-Degree Programs  

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
• Special Student Status
• Visiting Scholars

Harvard Business School
• PLD
• GMP
• AMP



Degree Programs

• LLM, Harvard Law School
• Mid-Career Master in Public Administration, Harvard Kennedy School
• Master of Public Health, Harvard Chan School of Public Health



Application Process

• In two stages, review the application timeline posted on the website
• First, apply for the fellowship
• If selected as a fellow, apply for the program of your choice
• The two application processes are intense and have different 

requirements
• Award of the fellowship contingent on acceptance to a Harvard 

program
• Application requirements to the different schools differ



HSAFP Application Requirements

• Two recommendation letters (academic background and professional 
background)
• All your degrees’ transcripts
• Resume / CV
• Personal Statement
• Academic Essay
• Responses to short-answer questions



Key Dates

Applications Open

15 February 2023

Application Deadline

15 April 2023

Notification of shortlisted candidates

July 2023

Interviews

August 2023

Applications to Harvard schools

September to December of 2023

Academic Programs

June/August 2024 - May 2025 




